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As I go into my third year of teaching 9th and 10th grade English at Hamilton
West High School, I have been reflecting on some of the many lessons that I have
learned along the way. Of all the lessons I’ve learned so far, here are the five that I have
found to be the most important:

1) Teaching requires a very thick skin in order to be successful!
2) Nobody gives you a rule book for starting your career in the midst of a global

pandemic (never ending “survival mode”)
3) Nothing kills the desire to read quite like being forced to read a book you’re not

interested in
4) All students deserve to see themselves and their interests reflected in literature
5) Watching a reluctant reader pick up a book on their own, or ask for a book

recommendation makes the whole job worth it

Realistically, I know that there are many things competing for my students'
attention all day long. Whether it be phones, friends, family, sports, or jobs, my students
don’t typically prioritize reading on their list of things to do in a day (or at all, if they can
avoid it!). When I first started teaching, I found (not to my surprise) that the students in
this age group no longer had a love of reading like they may have in elementary school;
quite the opposite in fact, as they told me they “despised” English class.

Thinking back to my own high school days, I remembered being one of the kids
who would voraciously read my own YA books with a flashlight under the covers every
night, yet used Sparknotes to fake my way through assigned readings. Clearly the
system is broken, and there is a huge disconnect between the students and the
curriculum.

I started doing my research and found Penny Kittle’s videos on Youtube,
specifically, the videos of her students discussing how many books they have read
throughout the year compared to how many books they read before her class. It was
truly eye opening that there were people out there succeeding in building a love of
reading for these students who previously had none. I went on to read Book Love, and
180 Days and I was inspired. I bought a bookshelf and brought all of my personal books
from home and set them up in my classroom. I knew I wanted these books to play a
prominent role in my class.

Through the use of First Chapter Fridays, independent reading units, and
frequent book recommendations, I have found some creative ways to supplement an



outdated curriculum with books that my students will devour. I know there is still a lot of
work to be done to make reading less of a chore for my students, but I now have a
wealth of resources at my fingertips to help me along this journey. Through the books,
the grant, and the wonderful community of educators looking to tackle these same
issues, The Book Love Foundation has already, and will continue to make a huge
impact in my classroom!


