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Brooke Libby

My name is Brooke Libby, and I am in my 9th year of teaching English/ELA. I began my career
teaching English to high school students in grades 9-12. It became clear early on in my teaching
career that students who began to love reading in middle school or earlier continued to love
reading in high school and beyond. I had to work hard to find books that were engaging for my
students, especially the upperclassmen. A couple of years ago, I made a career change and
began teaching 6th grade ELA in a different district. I now have the opportunity to grow a love
of reading in students early on. I know most everyone has heard this before, but it’s true: there
is a book for everyone. As teachers, it is our duty to help students know this is true. 

To say I am beyond grateful to be a recipient of the Book Love Foundation Grant is an
understatement. Of course, this grant gives me the opportunity to put books my students will
love in my classroom library. Because I switched from teaching high school to middle school,
many of the books in my classroom library were not appropriate for my 6th grade students. I
have purchased books for my library over the last couple of years, and this grant is really going
to help me have a more diverse selection for my students. More importantly, though, being a
recipient of the Book Love Foundation grant gives me the opportunity to build relationships
with my students and to allow my students to build relationships with one another. 

Each year,  students get to know me through my love of reading. I begin by telling them I was
(am…) the girl who would (does…) hide a book, a flashlight, and some snacks under my pillow
before bed so I could stay up reading. They continue to get to know me by seeing which books I
read and what I love about those books, quickly gathering that I am a book-buying addict and a
lover of reading. I explain to students that books offer me perspectives I hadn’t considered
before. They’re also exposed to weekly book talks and monthly “Spotlight Authors.” I emphasize
the importance of student choice and agency in the books they choose to read. My favorite part
of the year is when students begin sharing what they are reading, not with me as an
assignment, but with their peers in their free time. Students discuss their likes and dislikes of
each book and can make recommendations to their peers. The moment is even sweeter when
previous students come back to look at my books and my current 
students become part of those conversations. These are 
conversations students are able to have about books without
 the pressure of performing for a grade. It’s a genuine and 
authentic experience for the readers to simply chat about 
books! 

Beyond fostering relationships, I’ve learned the books 



When students are looking for a book 
to read in her classroom she always 
helps them. When I was looking for a 
book I didn’t know what kind of book 
I was looking for. She walked around her classroom
library with me for a little while and told me a little
about some different books until I found a book that 
I liked. This is just one of the things that Mrs. Libby
does to help her students love reading.” -Abigail W. 

“During my time in her class, I always 
chose the books in her classroom over 
the ones in our school library. Mrs. Libby always
knows what genre of book you 
would like, and what new genres would 
fit your personality. I always went to her for my next
book to read. She helped me find some of my
favorite books: The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas,
One Of Us Is Lying by Karen M. McManus, and We
Were Liars by E. Lockhart. I read at least 8 books
from her library, Those were just the books that I
was able to find in the time that I was in her class.” -
Ella H.

students read impact who they will become and validate who they are. It is
important for students to read books that offer them a new perspective and give
them a chance to travel into different worlds. This requires a diverse classroom
library so students can explore books within and outside of their comfort zone. A
book that is the perfect fit for one student will not be for another. Options are so
important. Because of the Book Love Foundation grant, my students will love
reading more than ever in the upcoming years. 


